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Scott High School Basic Laboratory Safety Contract
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

General Rules

1.) Read the assignment before coming to the laboratory and observe all special precautions mentioned in each experimental procedure.

2.) Know where to find and how to use safety equipment.

3.) No unauthorized experiments are to be performed!
4.) Avoid rubbing your eyes unless you know your hands are clean … wash them after you are done with any lab!

5.) Be aware of your surroundings and what you are doing to avoid accidents: No goofing off in the lab and remain at your own station because overcrowding on a lab bench is unsafe-  someone could knock something over, etc.

Clothing

6.) Wear Safety Goggles and lab aprons at all times while chemicals, heat, or glassware are used.

7.) Dress appropriately for lab: avoid loose clothing, shorts, jewelry, and flip flops- also keep hair tied back and out of the way.

Accidents and Injuries

8.) Notify the instructor immediately in the case of an accident!

9.) If chemicals come into contact with your skin or eyes, begin washing immediately with water and get the attention of your laboratory instructor right away.

Handling Chemicals
10.)  Consider all chemicals hazardous unless instructed otherwise.
11.)  Never taste anything!  Never directly smell the source of any vapor or gas;  

        instead, by means of your cupped hand, bring a small sample to your nose,          

        chemicals are not to be used to obtain a “High” or clear your sinuses.

12.)  Any reaction involving skin-irritating or dangerous chemicals, or unpleasant 

        odors, are to be performed in the hood.

13.)  Always pour acid into water!

14.)  Never return reagents to their original container … dispose of excess in the 
        designated way!

15.)  Avoid clutter and keep your area clean by not bringing reagent bottles to your 

        lab bench; when using reagent bottles- do not place stoppers on the desk; hold 
        them in your hand to avoid contamination. 
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Handling Glassware and Equipment
16.)  Do not pick up glass after heating unless you are positive it is cooled … give it 
        about 5 minutes after heating.

17.)  Clean up all broken glassware immediately and dispose of it properly … in 
        the broken glass container located in your classroom.
18.)  When inserting glass tubing or a thermometer into stopper, lubricate the 
         tubing with glycerol or water before inserting it in the stopper. (see diagram)
19.)  Do not borrow glassware from other desks, if you need extra equipment, 
        obtain it from the stockroom/ instructor.

20.)  When weighing chemicals, do not place them directly on the scale, instead 

         use a weigh boat or weigh paper- objects should always be at room 
         temperature when weighing them!
Heating Substances

      21.)  When heating a substance - never point the test tube at yourself, at your lab               

               partner, or at anyone else in the lab – it could erupt!

      22.)  Use extreme caution when there is an open flame; many chemicals are highly     
              flammable!

      23.)  Do not place hot objects directly on the desk top, but on wire gauze instead- do 

              not attempt to cool hot glassware by rinsing with cold water!

Agreement
I, ________________________  (print student name) have read and agree to follow all of the safety rules set forth in this contract.  I realize I must obey these rules to ensure my own safety, that of my fellow students, and my instructor.  I will cooperate to the fullest extent with my instructor and fellow students to maintain a safe lab environment.  I will also closely follow the oral and written instructions provided by the instructor.  I am aware that any violation of this safety contract that results in unsafe conduct in the laboratory or misbehavior on my part, may result in being removed from the laboratory, receiving a detention, and/ or receiving a failing grade. 

_____________________________________
____________
Student Signature


Date

Dear Parent or Guardian: 

The Scott High School Science Department feels that you should be informed of our efforts to provide and maintain a safe classroom/lab environment for our students.  You should be aware of the safety instruction your son/ daughter will receive before engaging in any laboratory work.  Please read the list of safety rules above.  No student will be permitted to perform laboratory activities unless this contract is signed by both you and your son/daughter, is on file with the department, and the student has passed a mandatory safety quiz with an 80% or better.  Your signature on this contract indicates that you have read, understood, and have been made aware of the safety measures taken to ensure the safety of your son/daughter and that you will instruct your child to uphold his/her agreement to follow these laboratory rules.

_____________________________________
____________
Parent Signature


Date
