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Honors Chemistry A/B: Syllabus

Scott High School, 2012-1013
Instructor: Ms. Michelle N. Buroker

Contact Information: 859-960-1601 

Science Department, Room: 226
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Text:  Modern Chemistry, Holt, Rinehart, Winston

My email: Michelle.Buroker@kenton.kyschools.us
[image: image3.wmf]My website: http://shschemteacher.tripod.com
*Available for after school tutoring Monday- Thursday 2:30- 4:00 … see me for an appointment!!
Welcome to Scott High School Chemistry!

Chemistry is the branch of science in which we study matter and the reactions that matter undergoes; or, as the science of the materials which make up our physical world.  Honors chemistry is aimed at the student who will most likely be pursuing the sciences in college and is thinking about taking the AP Chemistry course offered here at Scott.  We will delve into more detail and more will be expected of you than in the other chemistry courses offered (aside the AP class of course).  The objective of this course is simple: to develop within each student, knowledge of the structures, properties, and states of matter, and of the energies associated with them.  Chemistry is EVERYWHERE and if you work hard, the fundamentals you can gain in this class will be with you for the rest of your life.  We have much ground to cover, so be prepared to hit the ground running on day one!   

Topics to Be Covered

        Honors Chemistry A



Honors Chemistry B
1.) Matter and Change



7.) Naming/Writing Chemical Formulas 
2.) Measurements and Calculations


8.) The Mole: Empirical & Molecular Formulas, 
3.) Atoms: The Building Blocks of Matter

      percent yields
4.) Arrangement of Electrons in Atoms

9.) Chemical Reactions 
5.) The Periodic Table



10.) Stoichiometry and Solutions
6.) Chemical Bonding



11.) States of Matter and Gas Laws

Suggested Materials
1. A folder for this class only 
2. Loose leaf notebook paper or notebook … for note taking

3. Pencil or Pen 
4. Calculator  … you do not need a fancy calculator for this course you just need something basic and the department will provide one if you can not afford to purchase one on your own.  

5. Goggles … (See Safety Section for Particulars) … I do have enough to loan you a pair if you choose not to have your own personal set.
Class Expectations
The 3 B’s of Ms. Buroker’s Classroom

1. BE prepared!
* Come to class with the necessary attitudes and materials to be successful.  Don’t make excuses; just do what’s expected of you!  
2. BE respectful!
* Please do not mishandle and misuse class property- it won’t last long if we don’t take care of it!  Please treat our classroom with respect, it may be old, but it’s all we’ve got for right now!

* Chemistry is the only work you are permitted to do during my class- if you are found working on another class, I will collect what you are doing and give it to the appropriate teacher.


* Do unto others as you would have them do unto you … the Golden Rule!
3. BE honest!
* Cheating will result in a zero for all parties involved. Talking during tests and quizzes will automatically be considered cheating. Homework copied from another student is also considered cheating.

Additional Procedures:
Hall Passes: These are only issued in cases of Emergencies Only!  You must sign out of class and any trip to the restroom need not exceed 4 minutes.  Take care of business before and after class- trips to the office, etc.
Absences: If you have an excused absence from class, you are responsible for any work/notes you miss.  I will have a folder for your class in the front of my room; work that you miss will be placed in that folder at the end of each day, and you are responsible for retrieving the information and completing it in a timely manner.  

Late Work: On the day an assignment is due, should you be unprepared to turn it in, you must retrieve a “Missing Work Log” sheet from the front of the room, fill it out, and turn it in along with the rest of the class.  The policy in my classroom is that an assignment will receive a deduction of 5% of the total points for each day it is late.  
Tests:  IF you miss a test, you are responsible for coming in after school to take the test:  you have up to two weeks after the test is missed to do this- after this amount of time has passed, the grade remains a zero.  We all learn at a different pace, while I will always encourage you to stay “on top” of the material, if you are not happy with a grade earned, you may study and re-take another test over the same material and the two grades will be averaged together.  This must be done within two weeks of the end of the trimester.  At the end of the trimester, your lowest test score will be dropped.
Grades
Grades are based on total points; they will be calculated by dividing the total number of points earned by the number of points possible.  Points are earned by completing homework, quizzes, tests, lab write-ups, and two written papers.  
Gifted and Talented Service Option:
All students who are identified as gifted/talented in the areas of general intellect, creativity, leadership, and/or science will be offered a service option as part of classroom instruction. In this class, they are receiving the AP/Honors Course service option.  There are also leadership opportunities to be had during group work and creativity opportunities during some projects.

*It is expected you are working example problems on a daily basis; my class notes and instruction are supplemental, therefore you should not rely on them alone to help you pass the class.  If you are not reading your text and working practice problems on your own time, you shouldn’t expect to get a good grade on tests and assignments.  Remember this is a college prep class, therefore, I owe it to you to prepare you for the reality of what it takes to pass a college class.*

Laboratory Safety:  All students will be taught and reminded of proper safety techniques when we are performing labs at Scott High School.  A glassware test will be given and must be passed in order to perform labs.  
Safety Glasses: You MUST have safety glasses and they MUST meet the ANSI Z87.1 standard (identified by the Z87.1 on the package label or embossed on the temple eye piece).  These safety glasses can be purchased at any hardware store.  
Parents (or Guardian) and Students:   Please sign this form acknowledging that you are aware of my classroom expectations and procedures.  Of course, if you ever have any questions, you are free to contact me at any time.  This syllabus must be turned in to receive 5 points in the grade book!
_______________________________


__________                  Student      






Date     
_______________________________


             ___________                                          Parent or Guardian                                       

              Date
You will need this address so bookmark it!
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